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Information Regarding the Court’s Hoarding Response Program 

 
The excessive gathering of objects and animals can create unsafe and unsanitary living 
conditions.  This can not only impact building occupants and those surrounding neighbors, 
but is a concern for first-responders and general public safety.  The Environmental Court 
is especially suited to address these types of code violations and has partnered with mental 
health providers to develop a ‘pilot’ response plan to see what resources can be marshalled 
and brought to assist those facing these serious issues. 
 

Overview 
A defendant is assessed by Probation Department staff for entry into the 
program.  If appropriate the case is referred to the mental health 
treatment provider to determine a course of treatment and timeframe 
for compliance.  This 30-day process will include an in-home visit by the 
Court’s Chief Environmental Specialist.  The plan for treatment is 
presented to the Court at the Sentencing Hearing and the Court decides 
whether to include the individual in the Pilot Program. 
 
Upon placement in the Program the individual is provided with in-home 
assistance and in-office therapy to identify what triggers the desire to 
gather and keep items and how to progress to a place of item disposal 
and management.  The term of probation established by the Court will 
include a monitoring schedule to ensure long-term success. 
 
Assistance with repurposing and removal of discarded items will be facilitated by the 
Court’s Environmental Specialist and service providers – however, the intention is for the 
defendant to make these decisions on when and how items are discarded or organized.  
Coordination with the appropriate code enforcement agencies will be handled through the 
Court’s Environmental Specialist, who will monitor the property in tandem with clinical 
staff to ensure milestones are met.   
 
Based on the anticipated treatment program the average term of probation will be 18 
months.  At this point in the development of these resources and due to the unique nature 
of the Program, entry to the Program is limited to Court-Ordered participants.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Any life-safety issues with the housing unit will be addressed first and may require 
accelerated cleanout outside the treatment schedule.   

 

 

 


